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The term Learning Disabilities (L.D.) is in some countries known as SpLD, Dyslexia, or Specific Learning Disabilities. One of the world’s greatest philosophers, Aristotle (384-322 B.C.) studied every brunch of learning, including biology, physics, logic, ethics, metaphysics and rhetoric. He also studied human movement analyzing how muscles affected the development of a human being. Like many other Greek scholars of that time, he argued that man was the most evolved being and that the woman represented "the first step along the road to deformity."  According to him, laws should be put in place "to prevent the rearing of deformed children." (Loseke & Green, (2019).  Plato agreed with the theory, while Ciceron called for the purification of the race. For Romans, if a father considered his child to be disabled, he had the right to terminate the child's life. In the Old Testament, the disabled were not allowed to approach sacred places. In the New Testament, Jesus helped those who were disabled; it was not considered a sin. 
The middle ages were not different either. The rigid caste system saw those with disability used as servants or fools. In other cases, people with disability were put to death, but the most common was the constant ridicule. During the era of asylum, the church accepted those with disabilities and cared for them in isolation. They were not educated but were treated humanely. During this time, disability had not yet been categorized, and anyone who wasn't like everyone else was considered disabled. All this changed when, in 1877, Adolph Kussmaul identified the reading inability and called it "word blindness", which made people aware that reading could come with its disability (Kasinathan, Zehra, Anbazhagan, & Soundararajan, (2019). He began the study when one of his patients, who had no other disability, could not recognize written words. Ten years later, he coined the term "word blindness", the term dyslexia was introduced in Berlin (1887). 
Another notable researcher is Pringle Morgan from the U.K., who led his team to research Learning Disabilities. His research began long ago and is still relevant up to date. He gained recognition in 1896 when a British Medical Journal published an article titled d "A Case of Congenital Word Blindness" (Morgan, 1896). The article was a stepping stone and background for other researchers in the field of Learning Disability. In 1902, another British journal published a poem titled “The Story of Fidgety Philip.” (Kudlick, (2018). It was probably the first case reference to ADHD. In 1905, W.E Bruner published about dyslexia for the first time in the U.S. I can therefore safely say that other researchers have built on the work on Pringle. In the 1920- 1965 research on L.D. Continued in Europe. Samuel Orton is one of the most notable scholars who sought ways to help children with reading disabilities. He also conducted various I.Q. Tests and observations helped shape the field, especially in identification methods (Panshikar, (2020). Marion Monroe is also another notable figure who focused on the discrepancy approach. Her research aimed at helping students with L.D. to overcome the problem through the response-to-intervention model. In 1963, Samuel A Kirk coined the term "learning disability". 
The '70s saw governments and public schools start to act. The only challenge was there were no inclusion classrooms. Children with L.D. were taught separately from other children. In 1973, Congress passed Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. The act prohibited any discrimination against people with disabilities and allowed them to receive funding. In 1977 the National Center for Learning Disabilities was founded by Pete and Carrie Rozelle, who were parents of a child with learning disabilities (Dominguez & Carugno, (2020). In the '80s, the medical community conduct extensive research to try and understand L.D. It gains more worldwide recognition, especially after singer Cher talks about suffering from dyslexia. She later goes on to write an autobiography of her journey with dyscalculia.  States begin passing the dyslexia law, and in 1990 Congress passes the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) which is against discrimination against people with L.D. in public places (Richards, & Burch, (2018). The National Institute of Mental Health identifies the part of the brain that causes L.D. in 1996. In 1997, students with L.D. became eligible for special education under the "Other Health Impairment."
In the 2000s, people become more aware of L.D. and scientist up their game when it comes to research. In 2001 the No Child Left Behind Act put pressure on schools concerning student's performance. In 2003, the Hero Hank Zipzer, who has dyslexia, is introduced by Henry Winkler for kids with L.D. to identify with. In 2004, research from Yale University used technology to show that the brains of kids with dyslexia work differently from other kids. In 2010 a survey reported that kids with L.D. are as smart as other kids (Sharma, Petchimuthu, Gaur, & Kumar, (2018). In 2015 The No Child Left Behind Bill was repealed, and in its place, Congress enacts the Every Student Succeeds Act. 
The future of L.D. is promising. I hope that the federal government will enact more laws to embrace inclusivity and where people with L.D. are provided with equal opportunities not only in learning institutions but in places of work and society. Research on L.D. will continue, and a scientist might discover how to manipulate the brain and help those with L.D. have the same equal opportunities. 
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